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A ten-person advance team of the UN human rights verification mission (MINUGUA) arrived in
Guatemala Sept. 20 to lay the groundwork for the permanent 290-member mission's installation in
early October. UN Secretary General Boutros Boutros Ghali expressed the hope that MINUGUA's
arrival would prompt the Guatemalan government and the rebel Unidad Revolucionaria Nacional
Guatemalteca (URNG) to reopen direct peace negotiations, which have been stalled since June.
MINUGUA was created to verify compliance by the Guatemalan government and the URNG with a
human rights accord that both sides signed last March.
Once installed, the mission will operate for an initial six-month period. MINUGUA will be headed
by Leonardo Franco, one of the directors of the UN High Commissioner on Refugees (UNHCR).
According to Boutros Ghali, the mission's total cost is estimated at US$16.2 million. However,
the UN has so far only allocated US$7.5 million to cover expenses through the end of 1994, since
the remaining funds must be approved at the beginning of next year. Some local human rights
groups have expressed concern regarding the UN mission's ability to operate effectively, given the
polarization and inherent fear that predominate within the country. Ronald Ochaeta, director of
the Archdiocesan Human Rights Office (ODHA), predicted that MINUGUA would have problems
winning the confidence of the people, especially the indigenous population who are suspicious of
outsiders.
"Even our office has difficulty investigating human rights cases in rural areas despite the fact
that we carry references from the local parishes," said Ochaeta. In addition, ongoing violence will
complicate the mission's activities. During the advance team's visit to Guatemala, for example,
bombings in two commercial centers south of Guatemala City left one person dead and caused
extensive structural damage, drawing an angry response from MINUGUA's directors. "We deplore
such acts of violence, especially the loss of life, just at a time when we expected the violence to end,"
said MINUGUA chief Franco.
Some analysts claim that the bombs and other acts of violence are directly tied to the UN team's
visit. On the one hand, many suspect ultraright groups of planting the bombs to block any progress
in the peace process. On the other hand, government officials say that recalcitrant rebel factions may
be responsible for the bombs, especially since the guerrillas' military activities apparently increased
during the UN mission's visit.
The URNG, however, rejected any responsibility for the bombings and defended its attacks on the
battlefield as legitimate acts of war since a cease fire has not been signed in Guatemala. URNG
leader Luis Bekker said that its military operations are part of an ongoing rebel military campaign
to maintain the pressure on the government to sincerely negotiate an end to the 34-year civil war.
The URNG temporarily withdrew from the peace talks in June claiming the government had failed
©2011 The University of New Mexico,
Latin American & Iberian Institute
All rights reserved.

Page 1 of 2

LADB Article Id: 56471
ISSN: 1060-4189

to comply with the March human rights accord. Since then there have been a series of behind-thescenes attempts to resolve differences and bring the two sides back to the bargaining table. On Sept.
26-29, some preliminary talks did take place in Mexico between low-level delegations from both
sides. However, those talks floundered as each side continued to blame the other for obstructing the
peace negotiations, and no new date was set for further talks.
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